
NeutroSpec TM 2005 Reimbursement 

New Unit Dose Pig 
               
              Starting next 
month, Radiopharmacy 
will begin dispensing 
unit dose syringes in 
new and improved dose 
shields.  The new “pigs” 
have been designed to 
provide better protection 
against radiation and 
biohazards, and                    M
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improved security for your patients’ unit doses. 
             The modern design, available in red or 
blue — features “quarter turn thread” design,  
making the unit easy to open and close, but solidly 
constructed to endure rigorous use over time with-
out compromising the internal lead shielding.  The 
high-density “plastic” injection molded lining is ho-
mogeneously bonded to the exterior, making for a 
superior one-piece construction, and providing 
100% protection against exposed lead.  The O-ring 
closure completes the protection, providing a tight 
seal to prevent leakage. 
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Blue or Red 

Holds a Variety of 
Syringes 

Quarter-Inch 
Thick Internal 
Lead Shielding 

Durable High Density 
“P lastic” Exterior/Interior 

Procedure 
Code 

Description Medicare Part 
B 

Prof. Compo-
nent 1/1/05* 

Medicare Part 
B 

Tech. Compo-
nent 1/1/05* 

2005 Medicare 
Hospital Out-
patient Pay-

ment* 

2005 
Hospital Inpa-

tient 

78805 Localization of In-
flammatory process, 

limited area 

$38.28 $135.67 $258.20 Generally DRG 
payment for en-
tire hospital stay 

78807 Localization of In-
flammatory process, 
tomographic SPECT 

$57.60 $261.49 $258.20 Generally DRG 
payment for en-
tire hospital stay 

78806 Localization of In-
flammatory process, 

Whole body 

$45.00 $257.00 $258.20 Generally DRG 
payment for en-
tire hospital stay 

Suggested 
Code 

Description Private insur-
ance plans or 

Medicaid 

Medicare Part B 
(Freestanding 

Imaging Center) 

2005 Medicare 
Hospital Out-

patient 

Hospital Inpa-
tient 

A4641 Supply of Radiophar-
maceutical diagnostic 
Imaging Agent,, not 
otherwise classified 

Payment rate 
varies by insurer. 
May require sub-
mission of NDC 

Payment rate 
varies by state 

may require copy 
of invoice 

See C1093 cod-
ing information 

below 

DRG payment 
for entire hos-

pital stay 

C1093* Code 
Becomes effec-
tive 1/1/2005 

Supply of Radiophar-
maceutical diagnostic 
Imaging Agent, Tech-
netium Tc99m fanole-
somab per dose (10-

20mCi) 

Private insurers 
may or may not 

accept “C” 
code-check 
with payer 

Not applicable 
“C” codes used 
only in Hospital 

setting 

$1045.80*  
Status indicator 

K 
Payment rate 

calculated at 83% 
AWP 

Not applicable 
“C” codes gener-

ally used for 
Medicare Hospi-

tal Outpatient 
charges 

Actual Medicare payment rates vary by region of the country. *Source of information Federal Register Notices Vol.69 No.219. 
11/15/2004 

http://www.docudesk.com


INSTRUCTIONS FOR CUSTOM-
ERS RETURNING RADIOACTIVE 
WASTE TO THE NUCLEAR 
PHARMACY —–UPDATE 

(Reference:  49 CFR, 173.421) 
 

Only items containing or contaminated with 
radioactive materials that were supplied by 
Radiopharmacy, Inc. of Evansville, IN may 
be returned for disposal.  The following 
procedures should be utilized when return-
ing radioactive waste: 
 
1.) After use, return the dose container (i.
e., syringe or vial) to the shield in which the 
dose was delivered 
 
2.) Insure that radioactive quantities re-
turned are equal to or less than those 
specified below for radionuclides of the 
most commonly used radiopharmaceuti-
cals: 

*Note: Multiply values listed above by 10 for solid or 
sealed sources. 

By the lowest mCi quantity assigned for the 
items shipped. For Example, if Tc-99m and 
I-131 are being shipped in the same pack-
age, only 1.9 mCi of total activity (including 
both Tc-99m and I-131) may be contained 
in the package. 
3.) If radioactive quantities are greater than 
those specified on the above table, retain 
the material behind appropriate shielding 
until it has decayed to an acceptable quan-
tity. 
4. Insure the radiation level at any point on 
the external surface of the package does 
not exceed 0.5 mrem/hour. 
5.) Ensure that nonfixed (removable)  radio-
active surface contamination on the exter-
nal surface of the package does not exceed 
6600 dpm from a wipe of 300 cm2 (22dpm/
cm2). 
 
Co-57 Dose Calibrator Source, 
and Radiation Safety Training  
Videos Rental  

NRC and Agreement States require that 
radioisotope dose calibrators be tested for 
accuracy annually with at least two different 
sealed sources.  One must have a principal 
photon energy between 100 and 500 keV.  
Because Co-57 has a photon energy close 
to Tc-99m it is a good choice for one of the 
two radionuclide sources.  However, since 
the half life of Co-57 is only 270 days, your 
source must usually be replaced every 
three to four years.  The NRC requires the 
source be at least 50 uCi.  The cost of a 5 
mCi dose calibrator source is more than 
$700 including shipping.  That makes the 
annual cost at least $175 for the Co-57 
source alone. 
             The Radiopharmacy would like to 
offer our customers who are purchasing 
their own Co-57 sources an option.  You 
may “rent” a source from us for $50.  We 
always keep on hand a Co-57 dose calibra-
tor source that is at least 50 uCi, and we 
are able to deliver and retrieve it with your 
normal deliveries.  Simply give us a call if 
you are interested. 

Radiation safety training for nuclear medi-
cine support staff is an annual requirement, 
and for most an annual headache.  Getting 
staff from nursing maintenance, housekeep-
ing, etc., together all at once is practically 
impossible, and buying a $300-$500 train-
ing video is not a real attractive alternative. 
             Radiopharmacy has hopefully 
found a better solution.  We have radiation 
safety videos that are available for your 
use.  One is titled “Radiation Safety and 
Common Sense:, and the other “Radiation 
Safety Training for Hospital Support Staff”.  
Rental fee is $50 per week per video.  We 
anticipate most people need only one video 
for one week. 

Co-57 Flood Sources and Dose 
Calibrator  
Reference Sources  
Don’t forget; Radiopharmacy, Inc. sells 
all types of radioactive sources for all 
types of cameras and equipment. We 
supply sources from a variety of major 
vendors in our efforts to pass along the 
best products at the lowest cost.  Just 
give us a call for a price quote or for in-
formation about anything your depart-
ment may need. 

 
Nuclear Medicine Supplies and 
Accessories  
        Don’t forget; Radiopharmacy, 
Inc. is able to provide your nuclear medi-
cine department with almost all of your 
supply needs.  We have access to all 
major vendors and can provide items at 
a competitive price.  Just some of the 
items we can provide include: 
dose Calibrators, wipe test counters, 
Co-57 camera sources, E-Vial sources 
line and spot markers, phantoms, GM 
meters, syringe shields, lead storage 
containers.  Just give us a call for a price 
quote or information on any of your de-
partments needs. 
 

Technologist Job Line 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in the position below 
please feel free to contact the depart-
ment directly, or give us a call at the 
pharmacy. If you would like us to make 
your department’s needs known please 
give us a call at the pharmacy and we 
will list your opening. 
· Heart Care Associates in Madison-

ville, KY. Full Time Nuclear Tech-
nologist, Mon—Fri, Contact Stepha-
nie at 270-821-0677 
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Radionuclide Maximum Re-
turnable Quan-

tity (mCi) 

Technetium-99m (Tc-99m) 11 

Iodine-131 (I-131) 1.9 

Iodine-123 (I-123) 8.1 

Iodine-125 (I-125) 8.1 

Thallium-201 (Tl-201) 11 

Gallium-67 (Ga-67) 8.1 

Indium-111 (In-111) 8.1 

Xenon-133 (Xe-133) 270 (gas) 

 27 (liquid 

Cobalt-57 (Co-57) 27 

Cobalt-58 2.7 

Phosphorous-32 (P-32) 1.6 

Samarium-153 (Sm-153) 1.6 

Yttrium-90 (Y-90) 0.81 

Rhenium-186 (Re-186) 1.6 

Carbon-14 (C-14) 8.1 

Barium-133 (Ba-133) 8.1 

Chromium-51 (Cr-51) 81 

Cesium-137 (Cs-137) 1.6 

Fluorine-18 (F-18) 1.6 

Molybdenum-99 (Mo-99) 2 

Nitrogen-13 (N-13) 1.6 


