
· Technologist Continuing Educa-
tion 

 

New Radiation Safety Officer Training 
Requirements           
           Recent changes in training requirements 
for Radiation Safety Officers became effective Oc-
tober 24, 2005. It’s important to point out that indi-
viduals identified as a Radiation Safety Officers on 
a Commission or Agreement State license before 
April 29, 2005 need not comply with the training 
requirements of §§ 35.50. 
              Except as provided in § 35.57, the licensee 
shall require an individual fulfilling the responsibili-
ties of the Radiation Safety Officer as provided in § 
35.24 to be an individual who-- 
(a)  Is certified by a specialty board whose cer-
tification process has been recognized by the 
Commission or an Agreement State and who 
meets the requirements in paragraphs (d) and 
(e) of this section. (see complete regulation for 
reguirements of candidates for certification) 
(b)(1) Has completed a structured educational 
program consisting of both: 
· 200 hours of classroom and laboratory training 

in the following areas— 
(A) Radiation physics and instrumentation; 
(B) Radiation protection; 
(C) Mathematics pertaining to the use and meas-

urement of radioactivity; 
(D) Radiation biology; and 
(E)  Radiation dosimetry; and 
· One year of full-time radiation safety experi-

ence under the supervision of the individual 
identified as the Radiation Safety Officer on a 
Commission or Agreement State license that 
authorizes similar type(s) of use(s) of byprod-
uct material involving the following-- 

(A) Shipping, receiving, and performing related ra-
diation surveys; 

(B) Using and performing checks for proper opera-
tion of instruments used to determine the activity of 
dosages, survey meters, and instruments used to 
measure radionuclides; 
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(C) Securing and controlling byproduct material; 
(D) Using administrative controls to avoid mis-
takes in the administration of byproduct material; 
(E) Using procedures to prevent or minimize ra-
dioactive contamination and using proper decon-
tamination procedures; 
(F) Using emergency procedures to control by-
product material; and 
(G) Disposing of byproduct material; or 
(2) [Reserved] 
 (c)(1) Is a medical physicist who has been 
certified by a specialty board whose certifica-
tion process has been recognized by the Com-
mission or an Agreement State under § 35.51(a) 
and has experience in radiation safety for similar 
types of use of byproduct material for which the 
licensee is seeking the approval of the individual 
as Radiation Safety Officer and who meets the 
requirements in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this 
section; or 
(2) Is an authorized user, authorized medical 
physicist, or authorized nuclear pharmacist 
identified on the licensee's license and has ex-
perience with the radiation safety aspects of simi-
lar types of use of byproduct material for which 
the individual has Radiation Safety Officer re-
sponsibilities; and, 
(d) Has obtained written attestation, signed by 
a preceptor Radiation Safety Officer, that the 
individual has satisfactorily completed the re-
quirements in paragraph (e) and in paragraphs 
(a) or (b)(1) or (c)(1) of this section, and has 
achieved a level of radiation safety knowledge 
sufficient to function independently as a Radiation 
Safety Officer for a medical use licensee; and 
(e) Has training in the radiation safety, regula-
tory issues, and emergency procedures for  
the types of use for which a licensee seeks 
approval. This training requirement may be satis-
fied by completing training that is supervised by a  
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Radiation Safety Officer, authorized medical 
physicist, authorized nuclear pharmacist, or 
authorized user, as appropriate, who is au-
thorized for the type(s) of use for which the 
licensee is seeking approval. 
[70 FR 16361, Mar. 30, 2005] 
INFECTON® in Phase II 
              INFECTON® is Tc-99m labeled 
Ciprofloxacin. Originally discovered by Pro-
fessors Keith Britton and Kishor Solanki, IN-
FECTON® may be the first radiopharmaceu-
tical capable of distinguishing infection from 
inflammation by binding directly to the bacte-
ria in vivo.  
              In a clinical trial sponsored by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency involv-
ing over 573 patients, INFECTON® was 
shown to have an impressive efficacy profile 
with a sensitivity of 88.3%, a specificity of 
86.5% and an accuracy of 87.6%.  
              It is anticipated that INFECTON® 
will be used to image a number of serious 
medical conditions including fever of un-
known orgin, osteomyletis, wound infection, 
abdominal abscess, pneumonia, equivocal 
appendicitis, tuberculosis and opportunistic 
infections in immune compromised patients. 
Many of these conditions currently escape 
diagnosis even by invasive means. 
              INFECTON®  is currently in Phase II 
of the approval process. 
              The image at left below is taken 
from the Canadian Phase II trial and shows a 
45 year old male patient with an infected left 
big toe. The image at right below is a 28 year 
old male patient with an infected cat scratch 
on the right hand. 
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Nuclear Medicine Technologist 
Continuing Education 
When do you start collecting credits? 
         The mandatory Continuing Education  
Policy begins on January 1, 2006. Certifi-
cants must begin acquiring credits at that 
time.  
 

· PET/CT Imaging Artifacts 
· Is Empiric 131I Therapy Justified 

for Patients with Positive Thy-
roglobulin and Negative 131I Whole-
Body Scanning Results?          

· Imaging of Malignant Bone Involve-
ment by Morphologic, Scintigraphic, 
and Hybrid Modalities 

· X-Ray Imaging Physics for Nuclear 
Medicine Technologists—Part 2: X-
Ray Interactions and Image Forma-
tion 

· Fundamentals of ICANL Accredita-
tion 

· Which Tumors Are Candidates for 
Peptide Receptor Radiotherapy To-
day and Tomorrow? 

              These and many other continu-
ing education opportunities are avail-
able by visiting the Society of Nuclear 
Medicine Website at www.snm.org 
and clicking on the Education tab on 
the left side of the home page. The CE 
articles are free to SNM members and 
$15.00 for nonmembers. Tests can be 
taken online. 
              The SNM Education section 
also has many other continuing educa-
tion opportunities available for tech-
nologist, physicians, and pharmacist. 
You can search through their library of 
approved CE by subject and/or type of 
credit (VOICE, AMA, ACPE). If you are 
a SNM member, you can keep a per-
sonalized history of your continuing 
education on the SNM website as well. 
As always, feel free to call us if you 
need further information or have touble 
accessing these continuing education 
opportunities and we will be happy to 
assist. 
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How many credits do you need to ob-
tain? 
              The odd or even-year is based on 
the year that a Certificant passed his/her 
first NMTCB exam. Your 2005 NMTCB cer-
tification card will have your original certifi-
cation date on it to remind you of your certi-
fication year. 
              In 2006, odd-year Certificants will 
be required to collect 12 continuing educa-
tion hours (CEH) to report on their 2007 
certification renewal.�
              In 2006-2007, even-year Certifi-
cants will be required to collect 24 CEH to 
report on their 2008 certification renewal. 
              In 2007-2008, odd-year Certificants 
will be required to collect 24 CEH to report 
on their 2009 certification renewal. 
What is the procedure if you are audited 
and do not have the required amount of 
CEHs? �
              If a certificant is audited and fails to 
provide documentation and/or does not 
meet the CE requirements, he/she will be 
placed on 6 months probation, and will be 
required to complete the deficient CE hours 
for the audited cycle by the end of the pro-
bation period. If the certificant fails to meet 
all CE requirements by the end of the 6-
month probationary period, his/her certifica-
tion will be revoked. The CE credits ob-
tained during the probation period will not 
be counted towards the 24 CE hours that 
are required for the subsequent 2-year cy-
cle.  
              For more information on continuing 
education quidelines go to www.nmtcb.org/ 
              Now that we have established the 
unfortunate fact that forced continuing edu-
cation has begun, we would like to assist 
you in this process. 
              Some new VOICE exams available 
for SNM Technologists include: 
· Improving the Clinical Instruction of Stu-

dent Technologists 
· Using Personality Type to Improve 

Clinical Education Effectiveness 
· Past, Present, and future of Annexin 

A5: From Protein Discovery to Clinical 
Application 

· Oncologic Imaging in Gynecologic Ma-
lignancies 

· PET/CT: Challenge for Nuclear Cardiol-
ogy 
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